
CULTS
THE FORGOTTEN MISSION FIELD

Reaching Those Trapped in Cults







What is 
a cult?

Who joins 
a cult?

What keeps
people in ?

Can they
be reached?



Name a Cult



WHO JOINS A CULT?

NO ONE 

What shall I 
do today?

I think I will 
join a cult



ANYONE



Margaret Thaler Singer



Defining a cult





CHRISTIAN 
WORLDVIEW

ACADEMIC 
WORLDVIEW



NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS

Use psychological coercion to recruit,
 indoctrinate and retain its members

Founder/leader is self-appointed, 
dogmatic, messianic, not 

accountable and has charisma.

Claim to be 
Christian but deny 
the historic tenets 

of the Christian 
faith

ACADEMIC CHRISTIAN



THE 
BITE 

MODEL
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EHAVIOUR CONTROL

NFORMATION CONTROL

HOUGHT CONTROL

MOTIONAL CONTROL



BEHAVIOUR CONTROL

Promote dependence and obedience

Dictate where and with whom you live

Control what you wear/hairstyle

Deprive you of sleep/food

Control your major decisions



Information Control

Withhold and distort information

Forbid you from speaking to ex-members

Discourage you from reading anything 
but their own literature

Use information gained in confession against you

Encourage you to spy and report others



Thought Control

Change your identity/name

Use loaded language

Use hypnosis/trances to indoctrinate

Allow only positive thoughts

Use excessive meditation, singing, 
prayer and chanting to block thoughts



Emotional Control

Instill irrational fears of leaving the group

Promote feelings of guilt and shame

Shower with praise and attention

Threaten family and friends

Teach there is no happiness or peace outside of the group



Undue Influence



NOT A NEW PROBLEM



For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we 
proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you 
received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one you 

accepted…

2 Corinthians 11:4



A DEFINITION OF A
‘CHRISTIAN’ CULT

“a group religious in nature 
which surrounds a leader, or a 
group which either denies or 

misinterprets essential biblical 
doctrines.” 
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• Extra Biblical Authority
• Works Salvation/Legalism
•   No Assurance of Salvation
•   Modern Prophet
•   Spiritual Deception
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 Denunciation of Other Groups

 Additional Revelation/New Light Restoration

 Defective Christology

 Taking Scripture out of context

 Financial Exploitation

 Pseudo mystical/Occultic Influence



EVANGELISING CULTS

GENERAL PRINCIPLES

• OPEN THE DOOR
• TALK TO THEM… THEY ARE LOST PEOPLE
• BE KIND… BE LOVING… BE PATIENT
• LISTEN TO THEM
• THIS IS WAR! 
• HAVE A PLAN
• BE CONFIDENT IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 



Sharing the Gospel with 
Jehovah’s Witnesses



Why won’t 
they listen?



WHO/WHAT 
CONTROLS 
JEHOVAH’S 

WITNESSES?



THE GOVERNING BODY



Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his 

domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?  

Matthew 24:45     New World Translation

We need to obey the faithful and discreet slave to have Jehovah’s approval." 

Watchtower 2011 Jul 15 p.24 



ARMAGEDDON



Avoiding 
Cart-astrophes!

•Changed Bible Verses

•Challenging The Watchtower

•Calling them a Cult

•Changing The Discussion



WE ARE 
CHRISTIANS

WE LOVE 
JESUS

Same Words – Different Dictionary



Leaving them with a stone 
in their shoe.



THE JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
HAVE THEIR OWN BIBLE

QUESTION: 
Who translated your Bible? 



Salvation Story Scripture



He brought them outside and said: 
“Sirs, what must I do to get 

saved?”  They said: “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will get saved, you and 

your household.”   
Acts 16:30-31



Come and listen, all you who fear God, 
And I will tell you what he has done for 

me…  Psalm 66:16 NWT



TRUE GOD 
or FALSE GOD?

HOW MANY 
GODS?



JAB A JW

Do you believe what the bible 
teaches? 

1

Does the bible teach that 
Jesus is God? 

2

If it did would you 
believe it? 

3

Please read
John 20:24-29 

4



Next he said to Thomas: “Put your finger here, 
and see my hands, and take your hand and stick 
it into my side, and stop doubting but believe.”    

JOHN 20:27 NWT

In answer Thomas said to him: 
“My Lord and my God!”

JOHN 20:28 NWT

Jesus said to him: “Because you have seen 
me, have you believed? Happy are those 

who have not seen and yet believe.”
JOHN 20:29 NWT

QUESTION
Thomas believed that

Jesus was God.
Why don’t you?



LEADING 
THEM 

TO 
JESUS
using

SCRIPTURE



WHAT IS JEHOVAH’S ARRANGEMENT FOR SALVATION?

He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”   
Matthew 17:5

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have 
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you 

refuse to come to me that you may have life.  
John 5:39-40

The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son    John 5:22



WHAT IS JEHOVAH’S ARRANGEMENT FOR SALVATION?

This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, 
which has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no 
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 

men by which we must be saved.  
Acts 4:11-12

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
 Acts 1:8 



All things have been handed over to me by 
my Father, and no one knows the Son except 

the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 

chooses to reveal him.

Come to me, all who labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls.  

Matthew 11:27-29



www.reallives.net



www.reachouttrust.org

tony@reachouttrust.org

TONY BROWN
07902 244183
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