
CULTS
THE FORGOTTEN MISSION FIELD

Reaching Those Trapped in Cults







What is 
a cult?

Who joins 
a cult?

What keeps
people in ?

Can they
be reached?



Name a Cult



WHOJOINS A CULT?

NO ONE 

What shall I 
do today?

I think I will 
join a cult



ANYONE



Margaret Thaler Singer



Defining a cult





CHRISTIAN 
WORLDVIEW

ACADEMIC 
WORLDVIEW



NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS

Use psychological coercion to recruit,
 indoctrinate and retain its members

Founder/leader is self-appointed, 
dogmatic, messianic, not 

accountable and has charisma.

Claim to be 
Christian but deny 
the historic tenets 

of the Christian 
faith

ACADEMIC CHRISTIAN



THE 
BITE 

MODEL
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EHAVIOUR CONTROL

NFORMATION CONTROL

HOUGHT CONTROL

MOTIONAL CONTROL



BEHAVIOUR CONTROL

Promote dependence and obedience

Dictate where and with whom you live

Control what you wear/hairstyle

Deprive you of sleep/food

Control your major decisions



Information Control

Withhold and distort information

Forbid you from speaking to ex-members

Discourage you from reading anything 
but their own literature

Use information gained in confession against you

Encourage you to spy and report others



Thought Control

Change your identity/name

Use loaded language

Use hypnosis/trances to indoctrinate

Allow only positive thoughts

Use excessive meditation, singing, 
prayer and chanting to block thoughts



Emotional Control

Instill irrational fears of leaving the group

Promote feelings of guilt and shame

Shower with praise and attention

Threaten family and friends

Teach there is no happiness or peace outside of the group



Undue Influence



NOT A NEWPROBLEM



For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we 
proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you 
received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one you 

ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΧ

2 Corinthians 11:4



A DEFINITION OF A
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ña group religious in nature 
which surrounds a leader, or a 
group which either denies or 

misinterprets essential biblical 
doctrines.ò 
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ÅExtra Biblical Authority
ÅWorks Salvation/Legalism
Å   No Assurance of Salvation
Å   Modern Prophet
Å   Spiritual Deception
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· Denunciation of Other Groups

· Additional Revelation/New Light Restoration

· Defective Christology

· Taking Scripture out of context

· Financial Exploitation

· Pseudo mystical/Occultic Influence



EVANGELISING CULTS

GENERAL PRINCIPLES

ÅOPEN THE DOOR
Å¢![Y ¢h ¢I9aΧ ¢I9¸ !w9 [h{¢ t9ht[9
Å.9 YLb5Χ .9 [h±LbDΧ .9 t!¢L9b¢
ÅLISTEN TO THEM
ÅTHIS IS WAR! 
ÅHAVE A PLAN
ÅBE CONFIDENT IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 



Sharing the Gospel with 
WáòėńÈòǏī ¹õĳĐáīīáī



²Ƙȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
they listen?



WHO/WHAT 
CONTROLS 
W8Ij¸ IǏ~

WITNESSES?



THE GOVERNING BODY



Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his 

domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?  

Matthew 24:45     New World Translation

We need to obey the faithful and discreet slave �š�}���Z���À�����:���Z�}�À���Z�[�•�����‰�‰�Œ�}�À���o�X�—��

Watchtower 2011 Jul 15 p.24 


